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PREFACE

This book is about history and it has a history of its own. More than one observer, sympathetically or ironically, has
called it an "enterprise of madness", and tell ing the project's story may help to convey its motives and objectives,
however one might label them.

The story started in August 1971 in Lausanne at a conference organised by Stein Rokkan under the auspices of
the Internat ional  Socia l  Science Counci l  ( ISSC) in  co-operat ion wi th UNESCO, and a lso jo ined by the European Con-
sortium for Polit ical Research (ECPR). This "Workshop on Indicators of National Development" was to review endea-
vours to build up data resources for comparative studies of national development and to l ink up this work on historical
data with the attempts to construct systems of social indicators. lt represented a further and important l ink in a chain
of collective efforts forged by Rokkan to advance comparative research in the social sciences.

The workshop followed another conference which had been organised a year before by UNESCO at Cerisy-la
Salle in France to review progress toward the formulation of coherent models for the explanation of interactions
6mong a wide range of variables in the process of state formation and nation-building. There had been a wide consensus
at the conference that in a next round the efforts on the theoretical front should be matched with corresponding efforts
on the data resource front. This was seen as a 'sine qua non'of further progress towards an understanding of the extra-
ordinary variations across the world in the interaction among economic, social, cultural and polit ical components of
growtn.

The themes of the Lausanne Workshop, which was attended by forty-four social scientists from eleven European
countries, the United States and three Latin American countries, were grouped under three main headings: cross-national
historical f i les; within-nation archives; social indicator systems. lt was under the first heading that Wolfgang Zapf and I
reported on our OUAM-Project (Ouantitative Analysis of Modernisation) at the University of Frankfurt, a project essen-
tially geared to the testing of models of modernisation and mass mobil isation during the century after the Napoleonic
wars.

In his "Materialien zur Theorie des sozialen Wandels" (Materials for the study of social change) of 1967 Wolfgang
Zapf had presented what was then probably the f irst systematic time series data collection. lt embraced a 'decade collec-
t ion ' f rom 1820 to 1960 inc luding 38 indicators for  ten countr ies (Great  Br i ta in,  France,  USA, USSR. Germany,  Japan.
Spain.  Argent ina,  India.  China) ,  and a 'year- to-year  col lect ion ' f rom 1860 to 1960 inc luding s ix  ind icators measur ing
industrialisation, international involvement, and polit ical stabil ity fo? four countries (Great Britain, France, USA, Ger-
many).  Between 1969,  when I  s tar ted to work wi th Wol fgang Zapt ,and 1971 a ' ref ined col lect ion ' f rom 1815 to 1965
was compiled, consisting of more sophisticated indicators of social mobil isation for six countries (USA, USSR, Japan,
Germany,  France,  Uni ted Kingdom).  F inal ly .  in  1971,  a four th col lect ion was added consist ing of  ind icators of  urbani-
sation and literacy from 1850 to 1965 for all countries of the world.

The QUAM-Project had been stimulated by two streams of study in the social sciences since the 1950s, both
essentially American: the modernisation theory (a common label for relativity disparate approaches to the theory of
development). and the efforts to establish cross-national data collections beginning in the late 50s and early 60s. Under-
lying much of this work was the. perhaps obsolete, idea that one could discover 'general laws' in the evolution of global
societies, and the belief that in this enterprise the collection and analysis of quantitative data was of crucial importance.

Since the early 70s or even late 60s, the crit icism of the 'modernisation theory'has mounted and the optimistic
hope of attaining the envisaged goals has somewhat diminished. This period, however, has left an important stamp on
macro-sociology: the conviction that in this field, too, systematic empirical research is essential and possible. The re-
naissance of historical sociology has somewhat changed the orientation and emphasis of research towards a more careful
and less abstract analysis of variations in more specific institutional and 'geographical'contexts.

My f i rs t  encounter  wi th Ste in Rokkanwascrucia l  for thenewproiectwhichf inal ly  led to th is  book:  h is  enthusiasm
incited our energies and channelled them in different directions. lt was at the Lausanne conference that I envisaged,
however vaguely, a chance to combine my interest in the study of global societies, my preoccupation with European
history, and my preference for a systematic empirical approach in macro-sociology in a new enterprise on a broader
basis and with a longer time perspective.

In the course of the next year this idea took shape and developed into a plan and proposal for a project with the
acronym HIWED (Historical Indicators of the Western European Democracies). Without Wolfgang Zapf's patronage, I
would never have been able to start this project, and I would l ike to express my warmest thanks to him. He was an
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altruist ic advisor and relentless promotor of us'young folk'as we then were. We directed the proiect together at the
University of Mannheim during i ts f i rst phase from 1973 to 1976. l t  was generouslyfunded by the Sti f tung Volkswa-
genwerk and we have been very fortunate in that this foundation was prepared to f inance also a second phase from

1976 to 1979 in which the project moved with me to the University of Cologne. I  am grateful for this opportunity to
praise the Sti f tung Volkswagenwerk: there is certainly no other foundation in Europe which has done more for com-
parative research and there may be none which is less bureaucratic. Special thanks go to Helga Junkers and Otto Häfner

at the foundation for their personal commitment and unusual patience.

The HIWED-Project had two objectives, both inf luenced by Rokkan's work. First of al l ,  to produce a data hand-

book on Western Europe since the Congress of Vienna covering major pol i t ical,  social,  and economic changes in the

last century and a half.  With this we wanted to open up new sources and to lay a more sol id foundation for a historical,

comparative, and interdiscipl inary, in one word macro-sociological,  study of that terr i tor ial diversity which is cal led

Europe. Rokkan always wanted a thick book'.  Here i t  is. l t  wi l l  be the f irst and programmatic publ icat ion in a series

cal led European Social Science Studies.
The second objective was concerned with Rokkan's theory of European pol i t ical development in which he dis-

t inguished between four basic processes: state formation str ictu sensu, nation-bui lding, the inst i tut ional izat ion of pol i t i -

cal r ights (mass democracies), and the inst i tut ional izat ion of social r ights (welfare states). Since in his own empir ical

works he was mainly concerned with a study of the evolut ion of mass democracies and the processes and problems of

nation-bui lding, we wanted to push forward the comparative analysis of the evolut ion of welfare states in Europe. Some

of the analyses undertaken have already been completed and wil l  be published in the above-mentioned series.

When we started our work on the handbook in 1973 we did not real ize what would await us. I  must confess, that

looking back I would not try i t  again. There were too many hurdless, detours and Ll ind al leys, simply too many years

of 'deferred grati f icat ion'.  The f irst discovery we made was that in opening up the stat ist ical sources we had to start

practical ly from scratch. Thus. we had to squander most of our int i t ial  efforts in bibl iographical work and the bui lding

up of an archive of micro-f iches and foto-copies for which we had to order l i teral ly thousands of books from other

l ibraries in Germany or from abroad. Without the exploitat ion of many devoted students we would not have succeeded

and here I would l ike to extend warm thanks to El isabeth Biel ing, Petra Dunkel and Maria Müller who worked with us

in Mannheim, and to Michael Sondermann, Karl-Heinz Korn and Hans Jägerwho worked with us in Cologne. Above al l

others I would l ike to thank 'Hansi 'who was the l i fe and soul of the project.

The f irst product of these efforts was a bibl iography of the major stat ist ical sources in Europe since the early

nineteenth century which also included an inst i tut ional history of off icial stat ist ics. The bibl iography was completed

in 1975 and published in 1977 (Ouanti tat ive Historical Sociology. CurrentSociology 23.2. Mouton,Paris). A bibl iogra-
phy of al l  census publications in Europe since 1801 was added later. I  would l ike to extend my warmest thanks to Regi-

na Kays, the l ibrarian who worked with me on sett ing up the bibl iography; the entire project owes a great deal to her

efforts.
On this basis then we proceeded to our essential task, the production of our handbook. l t  was to be a truly col lec-

t ive effort.  l f  we take into account the fact that research undertaken in universit ies is always only part-t ime work, then

all  proiect members taken together worked about 35 years on this book; and this, perhaps unfair ly, excludes student

and secretarial work. Only a fool could have done this work alone. Even so, many of us occasional ly had the feel ing of
fool ing away our l ives. These high investments require a more detai led descript ion of the individual contr ibutions.

However, i t  cannot do just ice to the enthusiasm and deprivations of al l  project members.
As a general rule, each project member col lected data only or mainly in the f ields of his analyt ical interest. Thus,

Jens Alber, a long-standing fr iend and col league of mine, and a sociologist l ike myself,  has created a data col lect ion on

the evolut ion of the modern social security systems, and at the same t ime, he completed in 1979 a thesis on the same

topic which has been published in the above mentioned series. Being already involved in the preparatory stage of the
project, he had to carry much of the init ial  burden in creating the project 's infrastructure, and altogether he worked

with me on the book for eight years. In addit ion to his part on social security, he produced the part on governmental

coal i t ions and contr ibuted to that on the labour force.

Franz Kraus, an economist. joined our project during i ts f  i rst year in Mannheim. Init ial ly, he worked on the natio-

nal product data which, beyond their instr insic interest, have been most useful for the calculat ion of many indicators

in other parts of the handbook. When he moved with the project to Cologne, he turned to his main f ield of interest, the

study of income distr ibution and redistr ibution. On the basis of a painstaking and painful scrut iny of a myriad of tax

stat ist ics, he establ ished what wil l  be the major col lect ion of historical data on income distr ibution. He is st i l l  working

on his thesis and is at the same t ime preparing a separate and voluminous handbook with his much more detai led data

on income distr ibution.
Jürgen Kohl, a sociologist,  part icipated direct ly in our project during i ts f i rst phase in Mannheim. He then moved

to the University of Bielefeld, but continued to work with us. At the beginning, he worked mainly on the data of en-

franchisement, electoral turnout and changes of the electoral systems which were included in the respective part of the

handbook. Thereafter, he concentrated al l  his efforts on the col lect ion and analysis of publ ic expenditure data. In 1979.

he completed a thesis on this topic which wil l  be published in this series.
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During the project's f irst phase in Mannheim, three students made important contributions. Elisabeth Gransche
wrote a thesis on housing conditions in Europe since the First World War, Winfried Pfenning one on trade unions and
strike patterns since the end of the nineteenth century, and Kurt Seebohm one on the evolution of taxation since the
mid-nineteenth century. Both Pfenning and Seebohm went with the the project to Cologne to continue their studies.
Kurt Seebohm, an economist. extended and refined his pioneering collection of tax statistics and put a great deal of
effort in to the completion of our demographic data. Winfried Pfenning, a sociologist, extended his work on the develop-
ment of trade union membership and industrial confl ict, and also made major contributions to the parts of the hand-
book covering labour force and urbanisation. Since early 1979 he has been responsible for our computerized 'Western

European Data Archive' (see below).
ln spring 1977, after the project had been moved to Cologne. Richard Eichenberg. a polit ical scientist from the

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, came to strengthen our team during the project's second phase. Eichenberg con-
tributed the part on public bureaucracies. More importantly, however, he laid the basis for our computerized data
archive and intensified our contacts with the central archive of the Inter University Consortium for Polit ical and Social
Research ( ICPSR) at  h is  or ig inal  univers i ty  in  Ann Arbor .

This archive has been most helpful in computerizing our complex cross-tabulations of age by sex and civil status
tor 225 population censuses. These tables, which are not included here but wil l be published separately. have been im-
portant for calculating various indicators in the handbook. My warmest thanks go to Catherine Kelleher who'lent'us
one of her best young scholars, and to Jerry Clubb who gave a great deal ofsupport to the creation of our computer
archive in its init ial phase.

Finally. in 1978, Reinhard Schneider. a sociologist at the University of Bielefeld. joined our project as an external
member. He has been working on a broad comparative study on the evolution of public educational systems in Europe
and has contributed the corresponding part of the handbook. In the collection of the quantitative data he built on some
ear l ier  ef for ts  in  Mannheim and Cologne.  especia l ly  by Joachim Hein le in.

In our work on the handbook we relied mainly on statistics collected and published by public authorit ies, mostly
national statistical offices and other national agencies, and occasionally international organizations. In a few cases. how-
ever, and above all in the parts on public expenditures and economic growth, we have used data collected and analysed
by other social scientists or economists. These sources are documented in the appendix of the second volume. Usually,
the range of these works is relatively l imited with respect to the number of countries included, the time period covered,
and their number of variables. There were, however, two major exceptions.

David Singer was kind enough to leave us the data on military personnel for the period 1850 to 1970 which
had been collected in the Correlates of War Project directed by him at the University of Michigan. They are published
here for the first t ime. I am most grateful for this gift and would l ike to thank him and his team for their support. The
other data collection which we made use of has already been published, and is the most usefulcompilation of historical
statistics on elections by Tom Mackie and Richard Rose (The International Almanac of Electoral History. London,
Macmillan, 1974). As we did not want to exclude this essential information from our handbook, we asked than to per"
mit the publication of their tables with the percentage distribution of votes and seats. We are most indebted to them for
thei r  k ind permiss ion.  t

A few words about my own role in the project. I have been a slave driver but the handbook has enslaved me too.
To a varying extent, I have been involved in the process of defining the indicators, searching for sources and collecting
data for practically all parts of the handbook, and some I have contributed myself. I have checked most, or at least
many, of the data in process of their collection as well as in the proof-reading stage, but this does not diminish the
responsibil i ty of the other project members. The conception, composition and text of the handbook are essentially
mine, but this does not detract from the collective character of the book.

The handbook assembles data on polit ical, social, and economic developments in Western Europe since the Con-
gress of Vienna. This preliminary def init ion of its contents immediately requires some specifications and qualif ications.
The first problem is space. Not only for me, an Austrian by birth and nationality, is 'Western Europe'a vague concept.
In its present use it is clearly a product of the Second World War, before which it was a more l imited term which has
widened its range only by incorporating parts of 'Central Europe'a crucial concept in European history (see the Intro-
duction below).

ln defining the space covered by our handbook we have made the following essentially pragmatic decisions:

From 1815 to 1918 we include the Austrian part of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy as defined by the 1867 consti-
tution.
We thus exclude to the east: the Hungarian kingdom; the European territories of the Ottoman Empire, though all
had gained independence before the First World War; the Russian Empire with the exception of Finland, though it
became independent  only  in  1917.
After World War One we include among the succession states of the Austro Hungarian monarchy only the Republic
of Austria, and we also exclude Pqland and the Baltic states which became independent in 1918.
Unfortunately, we cover (with some exceptions) ltaly only since 1861 and Germany only since 1871. The great
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number of ltalian and German states and territories as well as the relative scarcity of statistical sources made this
regrettable decision necessary.

- An even more lamentable omission is the exclusion of Greece, Portugal and Spain. There are some grounds for
arguing that these countries belong. or belonged. to a lesser extent to lvestern Europe' but their exclusion is mainly
due to our insufficient knowledge of the three languages.

- Finally, we do not include Luxembourg and lceland, as well as the other smaller European'states'. for pragmatic
reasons only, though at least lceland has always incited our curiosity.

The teritorial changes which the countries included in our study have undergone between 1815 and 1975 are described
in chapter l. part 1. In the tables and graphs we use the following abbreviations:

AU Austria
BE Belg ium
DE Denmark
F I  F in land
FR France
GE Germany

EW England and Wales
SO Scotland
GB Great  Br i ta in
Nl  Northern l re land
UK United Kingdom

With few exceptions. all data in the handbook are national data, i.e. they referto nation-states. They are either (quan-
titative) aggregate data or (qualitative) institutional data. For the latter (e.g. institutional traits of social security
systems) the nation-state is the natural 'unit of analysis'. This is less true for aggregate data. Often national averages
hide important internal, regional or other, differences or the nation-state may not be the adequate 'unit of analysis, as
in the case of the international division of labour and economic interdependence. Future data collections wil l certainly
have to include other, subnational, international and supranational, units. For most variables, however, the nation-
state sti l l  remains the crucial ' level of aggregation'.

The maximum t imeper iod coveredis 1815to lgT5.TheCongressof  Viennawaschosenas our  s tar t ing date because
it defined or redef ined, after more than two decades of revolution and war, our units of analysis, the nation-states. With
the exception of Belgium which became independent in 1830, no major territorial change occurred in'Western Europe'
unti l the ltalian and German unifications. The choice was also dictated by the availabil ity of data. Before 1815, we find
hardly any national statistics; in most Euröpean countries the development of official statistics did not'take-off 'unti l
1818 .  l 9TSwaschosenas f i n i sh ingda tewhenwes t i l l t hough t tha twecou ldcomp le te thehandbookmuchear l i e r t han
we actually did.

Of course. relatively few time series really go back as far as 1815, most start only in the second half of the nine-
teenth century. The reasons for this are simple. Obviously, some series cannot start before the institutions to which
they refer were created: no electoral results without suffrage, no divorce rates without legalising divorce, no pension
figures without social security systems, etc. Equally obviously, other series can only commence when the respective
statistics were collected for the f irst t ime. The init iation of population censuses and the establishment of parish or civil
registration has been most important in this respect. Most of our countries started censuses in the early nineteenth century.
but many items such as occupation, employment status, language. religion, cit izenship or even housing conditions were
usually included only later. In other cases, public authorit ies collected statistics but did not publish them. This holds
true above all for f inancial statistics before governments were forced by parliaments to lay open their budgets. A final
l imitation exists where we had to rely on secondary sources, on the historical reconstruction of national accounts
statistics. Thus. with only few exceptions, our time series start when the respective institution was created or when the
respective statistics were collected for the first t ime.

The structure of the handbook has changed several t imes in the course of the past nine years, often because we
realized that some obiectives had been unrealistic, sometimes because we discovered new possibil i t ies. As it is today,
the structure mirrors more a need for numerical aesthetics than for logic. Some logic does exist, however.

The handbook is divided into two volumes of equal length. The first is entit led 'The Growth of Mass Democracies
and Welfare States'; the tit le of the second volume is'The Growth of Industrial Societies and Capitalist Economies'.
With this sequence of the two volumes we want to indicate that we follow neither the Durkheimian nor the Marxist
tradition, Both see the 'state' more or less as an appendix to some more 'fundamental'structure, be it the division of
labour or the mode of production. But the modern state has shaped the structure of social and economic relationshios
at least as much as it has been influenced by them.

The first volume eontains basic data on the Western European nation states (external boundaries, population by
nationality. internal cultural heterogenity), the evolution of mass democracies (suffrage, electoral results, parliamentary
seats, government coalit ions), the growth of public budgets (taxes and expenditures) and public bureaucracies (civil
and military personnel), and finally, the development of welfare states (public education and social security systems).
There are some gaps, among the many, which we greatly regret. Wö would l ike to have included data on polit ical par-
ties. social movements, collective violence and polit ical instabil ity and to have incorporated more aspects of the welfare

I  K l re land
l l  l t a l y
NE Netherlands
NO Norway
SW Sweden
SZ Switzerland
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state. especially the public health sector; but all this proved to be unrealistic, given the number of countries and the
time span covered in the study.

The second volume on social and economic developments is necessarily more selective. As B. R. Mitchell,sgreat
handbook on 'European Historical Statistics 1750-1970'already covers a broad array of economic statistics, we con-
fined ourselves in this respect to indicators of economic growth (national product f igures for various concepts and
national product by origin and use) and measures of income distribution. Thus, our handbook contains no production
figures and, though regrettable, no indicators of unemployment and inflation. For the same reason, we excluded sta-
tistics on transport and communication. Like Mitchell. we did include, however, the essential demographic data but put
much more emphasis on the calculation of comparable indicators. In addition, the second volume gives data on the
process of urbanisation and changing housing conditions, the structure of the labour force, the development of trade
unions,  and the pat tern of  industr ia l  conf l ic t .

Besides the many unavoidable gaps, the handbook has one systematic lacuna. lt assembles essential inf ormation for
comparing developments of the Western European states, societies, and economies, but it does not touch on the oolit i-
cal, social, and economic relationships between them: the exchange of goods, transactions of capital, and migrations
of workers, overseas emigrations and European population displacements, students studying abroad and cross-national
communicat ion,  d ip lomat ic  re lat ions and mi l i tary conf l ic ts .  Or ig inal ly ,  we had hoped to add ath i rd volumeto inc lude
these data, such as those concerning external trade, overseas emigration and wars, relatively easily accessible, but a more
comprehensive collection of data on inter-state exchanges and relations in Europe is sti l l  lacking.

As to the formal structure, both volumes consist of f ive parts with two chapters each. Thus, the handbook contains
altogether twenty chapters which are grouped into ten parts. Both volumes have a longer historical-sociological intro-
duction, and each single chapter starts with an explanation of the tables and graphs presented and a short discussion of
methodological problems involved.

The documentation of such a work poses a major problem and requires some explanation. From the very beginning,
we decided that in principle each datum should be reproducible implying that we document not only its source(s) but
also the calculations and estimates we made. In this way we hope to facil i tate the process of accumulation in future
research. Init ially, we produced and distributed several 'Data Reports', each of 100-200 pages, in which specific data
sets were documented (enfranchisement. taxes, social insurance, public bureaucracies). Later on, however, wedecided
to switch completely to a computer-readable documentation.

In early 1979, we started, in collaboration with the Zentralarchiv at the University of Cologne. the Western Euro-
pean Data Archive Project (WEDA), again funded by the Stiftung Volkswagenwerk. The computerization of all HIWED
data (many more than included in the handbook) and of the extensive documentation formed the major part of this
proiect. The Zentralarchiv was a very generous host of this project, and I am grateful for the opportunity to thank
Mar ia wieken,  Erwin K.  scheuch and above a l l  Ekkehard Mochmann for thei r  support .

Obviously, an inclusion of the documentation would have enormously expanded the handbook, restricting its
convenient use and raising its price. Thus, we have tried to keep the number of annotations in the book as small as
possible, and we offer instead separate documentation which wil l be available through the ICPSR at Ann Arbor for
the American user and through the Zentralarchiv in Cologne for Europe. The details of this documentation wil l be
found in the appendix to the second volume describing briefly the major primary and secondary sources we have
used.

The data collection was almost f inished in 1979 and we thought that we could publish it soon after. But we
had grossly underestimated the tedious work of typing hundreds of tables and drawing the numerous graphs. We had
decided to do this work ourselves in order to avoid excessive costs. Four women suffered from this decision: Carla
Heusser and Ursula Feger at the University of Cologne. Dagmar Alber and Ursula Nocentini at the European University
Institute in Florence where the manuscript was completed. Knowing how dreadful this work was (l had mvself to do
most of the proof-reading) | can only thank them most warmly.

Lastly but not least, I want to thank my wife, although she is one of those modern women who believe that their
husband's work is purely entertainment. Generally only half-true, it was even less so in this case. However, she had to
tolerate a husband whose mood steadily declined in the nine years of working on the book.

This book is dedicated to Stein Rokkan. The permanent encouragement he gave us would be more than enough
to justify the dedication. But we owe him much more: intellectual leadership through personal authority and friend-
ship. The joy and relief which acbompanies the completion of this book is blended with a sad thought that we cannot
show the book to him; he died before we could finish it.

I

Peter F lora Florence, Summer 1982



Chapter 7

P U B L I C  R E V E N U E S

This chapter presents data on the tax receipts of general and central government. 'Central government' includes all levels
of government: central, local and where relevant, regional. (For social security contributions see chapter 9.) Historically
and from an international perspective there are very different systems of f inancial transfers between government levels. In
general, the receipts of a tax have been imputed here to that level of government which disposes of the legislative com-
petence for this specific tax, or at least has the right to determine its rates. Whether the tax receipts are spent at the
same government level or transferred to another, is not relevant for their classification here.

ln the tables, tax revenues are divided into two main gruops. Direct taxes, in principle, cover all forms of taxation
which are levied on the earnings, income and profits of natural and juridical persons at the time of their being earnt.
Indirect taxes, in contrast. are levied at the time when these earnings, incomes and profits are spent. Four categories
of indirect taxes have been designed, both for central and general government. In the case of direct taxation, the classi-
f ication is much more detailed for central government (nine categories) than for general government (three categories).

The following direct taxes of central government have been distinguished:
lncome tax : All 'modern' forms of income taxation f all u nder th is heading. The tax may be levied on total income derived
from different sources, or for each income source separately. In some countries, income from property forms part of
income taxation. Income taxation usually takes into account, to a greater or lesser extent, the socio-economic status of
the taxpayer (civil status, children, subsistence level a. o.) in the form of tax free allowances. Tax rates are normally
directly progressive or at least, because of the tax free allowances, indirectly progressive.
Property tax.' Separate form of taxation on income derived from property.
lnheritance tax.' Taxes on legacies and donations, the (progressive) rates of which generally depend on the amount of the
legacy or donation and in some countries, also on the degree of kinship.
Extra-ordinary taxes: Taxes on incomes and profits above a 'normal' level which have been earned due to special cir-
cumstances such as war or economic crisis.
,Assessed taxes: A form of indirect'taxation of income and property, especially in the nineteenth century, on the basis
of 'external indicators'such as. the number of servants, horses, carriages, houses, cattle etc.
Land tax: Taxes levied on earnings from landed property. Originally a tax on agricultural earnings which was later ex-
tended to earnings from real estate.
Trade tax: Taxes levied on earnings from tradeand industry. In cases where enterprises are not obliged to keep accounts,
earnings are frequently estimated on the basis of the number of emp]oyees or other characteristics. As a rule the socio-
economic circumstances of the taxpayer are not taken into account.
Corporation tax.' Taxes on the profits of enterprises obliged to maintain a comprehensive book-keeping system. Profits
which are paid out and those which are not, are frequently taxed at different rates.
Other objective taxes: Mostly minor forms of direct taxation which differ greatly from one country to another and are
not classif iable. Extra-ordinary taxes are included only if they show no aspect of income taxation.

The synopsis on the following two pages shows how central government taxes have actually been classified for
each country according to the above categories. lt also indicates the period for which the single national taxes have
been included in the respective time series. Years in which a tax was introduced are underlined.

For general government the classification of direct taxes is much simpler. Three categories are distinguished. /n-
come taxes include here, apart from the actual income tax, property. extra-ordinary, and corporate taxes. Objective
faxes embrace land and trade tax, assessed and 'other objective'taxes.
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In terms of international and intertemporalcomparabil ity, the classif ication of indirect taxes poses fewer problems.
Four categories are distinguished, both for central and general government:
Customs: Revenues from duties and customs on exported and imported goods.
Excises: Total of all excise duties on specific consumer goods.
Turnover fax.' Receipts from taxes, with varying national forms, on the turnover of goods.
Other indirect taxes: Mainly dues and stamp duties for legal documents a. o. In addition some other not clearly classi-
f iable indirect taxes. Dues on legacies and donations may also be included here, especially for the nineteenth century,
if they are not l isted separately in the national statistics (see the annotations to the tables).

The chapter starts with some comparative tables and graphs presenting tax ratiqs. In four tables (and 13 corres-
ponding graphs) general and central government taxes are given as a percentage of gross and net domestic product.
In a fifth table the central government taxes are expressed as a percentage of general government revenues. For each
country then, the data on general and central government revenues are given in two tables and graphs. The tables con-
tain the absolute aggregate figures of tax receipts and their percentage distribution by tax category. The two graphs,
finally, give a rough idea of the changes of tax structure, using five-year moving averages of the percentages.
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I
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f  ntroduct, ion

This  invest igat ion of  tax s t ructure development  is  based on agenera l  goa l  o f  t he  HTWED p ro jec t :  t o -ana lyze  l a rge  sca le  eco_ .nomic and soc iar  change in  t r {estern European countr ies and tore l -a te pol i t icy  changäs to  these a""" r "ä*ents.  one impor tantaspec t  o f  h i s to r i ca r  po l i cy  change  
"on= i t=  

o f  t he  pene t ra t i veand  d i s t r i - bu t i ve  e f f o i t s  o f  t he  
" t " t u= - i r r l c ra  

1975 ,  p .  143 ) .  Theconcentrat ion of  resources through state revenues is  one factori n  the  change  in  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f - resou rces  i n  genera r  and  i n  mon- ,e ta ry  i ncome in  pa r t i cu l -a r . .  Na tu ra l l y ,  t he  measuremen t  o f  t hesechanges is  d i f f iöu l t ,  . . ,ä- i t  o l ry- ; ;ä ;= poss ib le  to  est imate d is=t r l bu t i on  e f fec ts  us ing  mu l t i p le - i na i cä to rs ,  o f  t hese ,  t ax  s t ruc_tu re  i s  ce r ta in ry  o f  c iuc ia r -  s i gn i r i c ; ; ; . .  Beyond  th i s r  w€  a remore  genera l l y  i n te res ted  i n  t hä  deve iopmen t  o f  re la t i ons  be_tween the economy on the one hand 
""ä- i i ] "  

s ta te on the other  hand,obvious ly ,  the cö l lect ion of  taxes i ;  i r ,e  *oaern monetary form isone  o f  t he  bas i c  p re requ is i t es  o f  t he  wer fa re  s ta te .

Taxes  As  A  pa r t  O f  S ta te -Revenue

There are four  v /ays for  the s tate to  ext ract  resources f rom thesoc ie t y :

(a )  c rea t i on  o f  cu r rencv
(b )  pub l i c  deb t
( c )  pub l i c  en te rp r i ses
(d )  t axes

The  c rea t i on  o f .mo lgv  canno t . bg_ .  r ong  t e rm  sou rce  o f  s t a te  r eve_n' re_s@eat  of  i -n f1at ion. ,
Pub l i c  deb t  i s  a  v r i de l y  used  me thod  to  f i nance  s ta te  ac t i v i t y ,bu t  1n  the  rong r  run  th i s  i s ,  on l y  p "= r i r r *  i f  t he re  a re  o the rs ta te  resou rces  to  pay  the  i n te i "= t r - ; ;  a t  r -eas t  t o  d im insh  theto ta l -  deb t ,  t o  avo id  i n f l a t i on  c r  p iob len .s  o f  p r i va te  ( cap i ta l )accumu l_a t i on .
Pub l i c .  en te rp r i s i s  a re  es tab r i shed  by  t he  s ta te  t o  accompr i sht i l o  ma in  pu rposes :

non-prof i t  product ion of  goods and serv ices to  improve genera lcondi t ior rs  for  capi tar  accumulat ion b1r  pr ivate f i rms and/or  forp rov i s i cn  o f  p r i va te  househo lds ,  To  ma in ta in  p roduc t i on ,  t hesek inds  o f  pub l i c  en te rp r i ses  need  f i nanc ia r  suppor t  f r om thegenera l  revenues of  the s tate
p ro f i t -mak ing  en te rp r i ses ,  h i s to r i ca l l y ,  have  undergone  changein  the i r  f i nanc ia l  l unc t i on  fo r  t he  s ta te .  t 4any  such  en te r_p r i ses  were  founded  in  the  l g th  and  19 th  .u " i " i . y - Io  p rov ideresources d i rect ly-  The guaranteed monopory poloä,  o f  thesef i rms enabled the s tate to  use the prof j - ts  both for -nevr  invest -men ts  and  f  o r  genera l  expend i tu res .  Th i s  * . rn "  t i - r ^ l  

" " r v  
pa r to f  t hesE-p ro f i i s  can  be  ä919 !ea  as 'genera l  revenue .  eu i te  apa r tf r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t .  i s  Ä i f f i n , r l { -  a . l

the parr oi profit raken ll'l '3iii: :li:i;::"ii*k l:":=ä:Hää,and today s tate enterpr ises have severe proüIe*s rea l iz i_ngpro f i t s  a t  a l l
The three revenue sources d iscussed above af fect  the d is t r ibut ionof  income,  but  on ly  ind i rect ly .  ar t i rougrr  they serve cruc ia l  f isca lfunct i -ons,  they emLody no d i räct  s t ra iägy or  income or  resourced is t r i bu t i on
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Taxes ,  on  the  o the r  hand ,  a re  d i s t r i ngu i shab le  f rom o the r  reve -
nues  i n  th ree  ways :
F j - rs t ,  they have become the largest  source of  s tate revenues;
second,  they are a compulsory payment  to  genera l  government ,  and
they  a re  no rma l l y  un i l a te ra l ,  t ha t  i s ,  bene f i t s  do  no t  necessa r -
i l y  acc rue  to  the  paye r  i n  p ropo r t i on  to  h i s  paymen t .  Th i rd ,
taxa t i on  a f fec ts  the  i ncome d i s t r i bu t i on ,  whereby  tax  po l i cy  i s
e ig the r  l i nked  w i th  the  i n ten t i on  to  change  th i s  d i s t r i bu t i ön
or /and to  get  more f inanciar  resources through taxat ion.

Be fo re  d i scuss ing  a  c lass i f i ca t i on  o f  t axes r  w€  have  to  so l ve
three problems:
(a )  D is t r i ngu i sh ing  no rma l  and  ex t ra -p ro f i t s  o f  pub l i . c  en te rp r i - ses ,
Na tu ra l l y ,  t he  ex t rao rd ina ry  p ro f i t  i s  a  resu r t  o f  a  compu lsä ry
payment  f rom the consumer,  and i t  is  un i la tera l r  guaranteed by-
the  monopo ly  pos i t i on  o f  t hese  en te rp r i ses .  un fo r tuna te l y ,  i t  J - s
no t  poss ib le  to  f i nd  re l i ab le  f i - gu res  fo r  t h i s  ca tego ry  ove r  t ime ,
and  the re fo re  we  had  to  exc lude  them f rom ou r  t ax  s ta t i s t i cs .
(b )  The  p ro f i t s  o f  "F i - sca l  Monopo l i es " .  H i s to r i ca t l y ,  t he  founda=
t ion  o f  t hese  pub l i c  en te rp r i ses  i s  based  on  ma in l y  f i sca l  i n te r - .
es ts  o f  t he  s ta te .  The  s ta te  ra re l y  p roduces  goods  by  i t se l f :  t he
monopo ly  mere l y  pu rchases  and  se1 Is  goods  ( such  as  tobacco  o r
sa l t ) .  r n  th i s  wäY,  f i sca l  monopo l i es  avo id  the  cos ts  and  p rob le ins
o f  p roduc t i on  anc l  a re  ab le  to  a t ta in  a  h igh  p ro f i t  ve ry  

"a= i t y .Obv ious l y ,  t hese  p ro f i t s  rep resen t  a  spec ia l  k i nd  o f  exc i se  dü ty ,
and s ince there are no severe problems rv i th  the s tat is t ics ,  v .7e
inc lude  them in  ou r  da ta  co l l ec t i on .
( c )  A  mcre  compr i ca tec i  p rob rem i s  p resen t .ed  by  soc ia l  secu r i t y
con t r i bu t i ons .  ce r ta in  soc ia l  secu r i t y  sys tems  c lo  no t  . f  i t  t he
c r i t e r i on  o f  be ing  un i l a t e ra l ,  and  t he re  a re  da ta  av i a l ab i l i t y
p rob lems  v r i t h  t he  amoun t  o f  soc ia l  secu r i t y  con t r i bu t i ons ,  Un l
f n r f r r n r l - o I r r  !! v !  u u ^ r u e e r J ,  w € r  t h e : : e f o r e ,  h a d  t o  e x c l u d e  s o c i a l  s e c u r i  f  v  r . n n t r i  -
bu t ions  j -n  th i s  s tage  o f  ou r  i nves t i ga t i _on .

The  C lass i f i ca t i on  O f  Ta : . , es

D i scuss i cns  o f  t ax  c l ass i f i ca t i on  i n  t he  l as t  70  vea rs  have  ob -
v ios l y  been  cond i t i oned  by  the  pu rpose  o f  t ax  s ta i i s t i cs .  rn
h i s to r i ca l  pe rspec t i ve  i t  i s  poss ib le  to  d i f f e ren t i a te  th ree  ma in
concep ts  o f  c l ass i f f . ca t i ons :

1.  fn  the ear ly  19th century tax s tat is t ics  r . ,ere grouped by
(a )  ( l and ) - reg i s te r  ( " cadas t re " )  t axes  and
(b )  t a r i f f - t äxes .
IncrääEE-Ti-TeEeipts were very hard using register taxes,
because the admin is t rat ive expenses were very h igh and re-
qu i red  a  1o t  o f  t ime :  t he  taxes  were  ve ry  i n f l ex ib le .  Ta r i f f -
taxesr  o l r  the other  handf  were wel l  su i tedTo-TnGse the
f l ow  o f  revenues ,  s imp ly  by  i nc reas ing  the  ta r i f f s .

2 .  The  nex t  c lass i f i ca t j . on  ( the  s ta r t i ng  po in t  was  the  l aLe  l g th
century)  d . iv ided taxes in to two categor ies:  on the one hand
Prog ress i ve /P roPo{ l i ona l  t axes  r  oD  the  o the r  req ress i re  taxes ,
i .  e .  t axes  w ich  d im in i sh  o r  i n tens i f y  i ncome inequa l iE ies .
Obv ious l y ,  d i s t r i bu t i on  e f fec ts  have  been  in  the  fo reg round
o f  t h i s  c l ass i f i ca t i on .

3.  Wi th the growth of  the economic funct ions of  the s tate in  the
las t  25  yea rs ,  t he  ques t i on  o f  c lass i f i ca t i on  has  changed
wi th the increasing problems of  in f la t ion,  economic Arowth and
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unemp l . ) rmen t .  The re fo re ,  t ax  s ta t i s t i cs  i - nc reas ing l y  d i s t i n_guish betvreen taxes which ef tec i - i l ; :

E:99*++rg, .and taxes rr,i.r, .r" 
-r;-

produc t i on  (mone ta ry  i ncome,  p ropä rTy  and  wear_ th ) .

ou r  own  c lass i f  i ca t i - on  i s  based  on  the  f  o l l ow ing  cons i c le ra t i ons :s ince the s t ructure and meaning of  taxes has changed over  t i_me,and we want  to  be able to  ind iäate t i ' r is  change,  our  c lass i f ica-t i on  mus t  be  f l ex ib le  and  d i f f e ren t i a ted .
ou r  i n te res t  i s t  on  s ta te  e f fo r t s  t o  change  the  d i s t r i bu t i onof  income:  thus we have to  betweu.  ä i=t inguish propor t ional /p rog ress i ve  and  reg ress i ve  taxes ,-  As far  as poss ib ler  ru  want  to  d. iscover  which soc i -ar  and/oreconomic  g roups  and  c lasses .  a re  spec ia l r y  t axeä - ry * tn "  s ta te ,thus changing the a is t r i .üut ion or ' i r .o* .  anong them.

Cons ide r ing  these  th ree  pu rposes ,
t i on  sugges ted  by  r . i eumar i  i t gS t  )  ,

we  have  chosen  a  c lass i f i ca_

The two bas ic  c r i te r ia  o f  h is  c lass i f i ca t i -on  are :
(1) Does taxat ion fo l low 

lh" : "brss+r 'ug or the obj-ect ive , ,abir i tyto pay" of  the taxpaver,  i . -ElTs-Ehe inai .v iäüäT si tuat ion
j1T: i ;a/un-marr ieä ,  

-  
number of  

" i_, i  
iar . r l  ,  

" t "  
.  i - .or l= idered

(2)  fs  the  " lb i l i t y  to  pay , ,  taxec l  d i rec t l y  (a t  the  po in t_o fincome earn ing) ,  o r -  i id i rec t ry_ . ( ; t  thä  po in t  
-o f ' - .o r r "ump1ion)  

?

?:: , ' ;T3i ;3tä?' . : i " : f '= '  two cr i ter ia enabres us to d isr insuish

I  d i rec t  t ax f : . -on  on  t l .  ob jec t i ve * , ,ab i l i t y  t o  pay , ,r r  d i rect  taxa ' ( t ion on th_"  =, rn iect ivL , ,ab i l i ty  to  pay, ,r r r  indi rect  raxar ion on r .h.  
""ü j ; ; r i ; .  

iJ i i i iu ' fooiurr , ,
rV indirecr  taxar ion on rhe obj ; ; r i ; ; - "u; ; i i i i ' .J"n! ; ; ,

I  f ew  examp les  may  p rov ide  a  be t te r  unders tand inq :rngome taxes ,  
i n  genera l ,  cons i ce r  t he  i nd i v idua l  s i t ua t i on  o ft he  t axpaye r ,  i .  e .  ma r i t a l  s t a tus ,  

- l i - , . ' number  
o f  ch i l d ren ,l iv ing-standarcr-min lmum ancl  :_r r .o* . ' is  taxeo at  the point  o fo r i g i n ,  i .  e .  d i r ec t .

++g=+sg us.ual1y do not  re f lecr  rhe ind i .v i<tual  s i ruat ion oft ne .  t axpaye r  and  a re  assessed  d i r ec t l y .
l f l ^ :g  9" .1 := 

(on robacco)  re f r .ecr  thä ind iv iduar_ s i tuat ion inso rar  as the taxpayer  can renounce the consumpt ion of  tobacco,i n  l i gh t  o f  h i s  i - ncäme s i t ua t i on ,  bu t  i t r .  t axa l i on  i s  i nd i rec t ,a t  t he  po in t  o f  i ncome ou r tay  i ; ; " ; ; p i i on l  .

9rgg-P- :y ,  t t t "  generar  turno. , rer  tax is  ob ject i . re ,  because beinqto rced . to  buy r  ooods  and  se rv i ces  the  taxpaye r  mus t  pay  the  tax .
Fo l l ow ing  th i s  t heo re t i ca l  c rass i f i ca t i on ,  we  dev i sed  the  fo r ro -wing more deta i led in ternat ionar  c lass i i lsg l i_%,which sha1l  beused to descr ibe na r  t ime.  Since we rnade useof  computer- techniques for  the äata l is t ingr  w€ appry the fo l row_ing  abb rev ia t i ons :
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TAXES O F THE C E N T R A L q - O V E R } ] M E N T
Group f:

IAND
TRADE
CAPrIltr,
BUII,D
OTHOBJ

Land tax
Ttade tax
Tax on the yields of capital
Tax on buildings
Other cbjeclives taxes

(general) inccne tax
fnccrne tax on wages and
salaries
fncqne tax on incore fron
trade
Mditional inccne tax
Corporation tax
Inccne tax on the rent of
1ary]

= Srm of the excise duties
= E<cise on tobacco
= E)<cises on sugar
= B<cises on alcohol
= E<cises on rni-neral oi1
= bccises on salt
= D<cises on coffee
= E<cises on wine
= kcises on beer
: Other excises

= Srnn of the profits of
fiscal moncpolies

= Other profits of fisca'l
moncqlolies

lulotor vehicle duties
Other notor vehicle duties
T\rrnover- value adcled-or
general purchase ta<
Other turnover, value aclcl-.
ed or general purcfiase ta_ves

= Stanrps
= Duties

DfiC,I'
TABH{
SUGff
AI-CX
MIND(
SAI,EX
ors(
W]Nü
p.E Dra.

crmm(

I\'IOFTCrI

c[FfCIP

Group fI:

GF-lrü]'lC =
SALII\C =

TRADINC =

ADDfi\C =
@RPIIC =
IANDINC =

OTHII\C = Other inccne tax
INS{.]C =lfnireritance taxr,successicn

duty
PFOPER = properby taxes
CTTHROP = Otlier properLy taxes
C[TJIllSLn = Otirer irrheritancertax or

succession duty

lVrrt classifiable:

OTIDIR = Cther direct taxes

Group flf:

CIIJSTUI = Stn-n of the custcrr, dulles
TABCUS = C.ustcrn duty on tobacco
I\'IINCUS = CJ9IWI duer on nrineral oil
C'^|HCUS = Cther custcm cluties

gep._rvi
I\4C'VÜ]
onMo\rü{
ml'l'.hr t
T UTT\.,'V

OTTRUOA

SI'APP
D{,ryy
CIIDUSIA = Other stanps or duties

Not classifiable:

OIT{IND = Other indirest taxes

T A X E S  O F THE T r .  T - ) \ T! r v v n ! G O V E R I . i I \ I E N T

Generally the sene abbreviations apply, whereby ,,L,, (TRADn,) neans tlnt t-hisis a local_ Tyade tax.

lJew abbreviations are:

H* 
= 

:,* 
of all tax revenues of ttre 1oca1 goverrrnent

rt\ut = lnccre tax no 1
EtDLTl = Rcise duty no 1

The proble in now is  to  subsume the nat ional  taxes in to our  in terna-t i ona l  c rass l f i ca t i - on .  S ince  th i s  i s  qu i te  eas i l y  done  w i th  taxesin our  group r r r  and rv ,  h : : .  we merery i l lus t r r l .  the most  impor-tant  taxes of  group r  and f r .  More aetä i lea in format ion about  in=s ign i f i can t ,  o r  h i i t o r i ca r l y  l im i teä - t " " " "  o f  ou r  g roups  a re  r i s tedas footnotes fo l lowing the äata tab les.  The tab les-on the foJ- Iowingpages g ive qual i ta t ive j -n format ion by the leg is la t ive in t roduct i  onof  a  tax.  f f  t l .y  appear  in .brack. t=,  t i - r "y  ind icate the s tar t ingpo in t  f o r  wh ich  äa tä - i s  ava i l ab le .  r i  no  t ime  po in t  i s  i nd i ca ted ,the in t roduct ion of  the tax is  ear l ier  inan tnä s tar l ing point  o fou r  co l_ l ec t i on  (195O)  .
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5 .

rn co l lect ing tax data for  a1r  revels  of  government  we had toes tab l i sh  c r i t e r i a  f o r  a  sys temat i c  and  
" " i r " i *  

i == iö " ren t  o ftaxes to  these level_s I

we  d i s t i ngu l sh  on l y  be tween  cen t ra r  and  1oca l  gove rnmen t ,  de f i n_
ing "Länder"  (Germany ana euEtr iä | l  "KanT6iäT isr i t " . r land)  andd i f f e ren t  k inds  o f  "P rov inces "  (D is t r i c t s )  r  "To rvns "  as  pa r t s  o floca1 government .  The re la t ion between centra l  and local  goV€rns
ment  tax co l lect ion var ied both among the l festern European coun- .t r i es  and  h i s to r i - ca1 l y  w i th in  the  coün t r i es ,

The  cho ice  o f  ru les  fo r  ass ign ing  taxes  to
men t  i s  no t  an  easy  one .  f n  pa r t  i t  depends
velopments we are in terested in

Genera l ly ,  we have to  d i s t l ngu i sh  be tween
( a ) e tence  i n

( see : Ä.-lt{ennel a fur ther  cr i ter ion,  namely
admin i s t ra t i ve compe tence ) ,

rn  the  ease  o f  (a )  we  know o f  f ou r  and  o f  (b )  o f  t h ree  poss ib le
and  p rac t i ced  sys tems  (see  Tab le  2 )  ,

the levels  of  govern=
on the empir ica l  de=.

In  genera l '  ou r  i n te res t  f ocuses  on  the  i nc rease  o f  cen t ra l  gove rn -men t  revenues  as  an  i nd i - ca to r  o f  cen t ra l i za t i on  anc l  decen t ra l i za t i on ,
T :  doup !  t ha t  co rnpe tence  1n  tax  l eg i s1a t i on  a lone  i s  a  su i tab le  i n= .d i ca to r ,  because  j u r i sd i c t i on  ove r  t ax  v i " i a i ; a f ru " t=  cen t ra l i zLngor  decen t ra l i z i ng  tend .enc ies  as  we l1 ,  Bäcause  j u r i sd i sc t i on  ove rtax  y ie lds  and /o r  compe tence  i n  tax  }ec i s la t i on  i nC ica tes  a  s ign i=f icant  power of  tocal  got rernrnent  to  get  tax revenues by i tser f i  v /ere l y  on  the  " sys tem o f  respons ib i r i t y "  ( see  sche rnes  . , u i t  p ; ; ; t :  

-

This  means that  vre at tempt  - to  rernove a1l  red is t r ibut ion of  co l -l ec ted  taxes  an .ong  1eve l l  o

o f  t he  fo l l ov r i ng  pages  ( see  Tabre  3 )  we  p resen t  a  b r i e f  ove r : v iew
of  the h is tor ica l  development  of  leq is la . t ive cornnetence and. , /orj u r i sd i c t i on  ove r  t ax  y iä lds  fo r  t hä  1oc -e1  qove rn r .en t  Leve l .  we
] . i s t on1y those ta - xeso r taxg roupsw@dto ] . h * -
l -ocal  government  leve1 accord ing lo  our  cr i ter ia ,  i .ad ica l  changes
in the re la t ion between centra l  and local  government  ( in t rodu" i . io l
o f  a  system of  t ransfer  payments between the leve1s)  are ind, icated
to prov ide a bet ter  understanding of  the re la t ion between the
leve1s-  The arrows ind icate the t ime per iod dur ing which a cer ta in
sys tems  was  i n  e f fec t .
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Centra l  Government :

Fo r  t h i s  pa r t  o f  t he  da ta  co l l ec t i on ,  v /e  genera r ry  used  o f f i _c i a l  s t a t i s t i ca l  sou rces ,  espec ia l l y  s t a t i s t i ca f  j r ea r f ooks .
when forced to  use pr ivate s la t is t iäsr  

-w€ 
compared the data asfo r  as  poss ib le  w i th  the  ava i rab ]e  o r i i c i a t  i n fo rma t ion  and  i no rde r  t o  es tab l - i sh  the i r  re l i ab i l i t t .

For  some countr ies a gap in  war  per iods was una'o id .abre.

Local  Government :

rn contrast  to  centra l  government  revenues r  w€ exper iences prob_Lems w i th  the  s ta t i s t i c i  o f  l oca l  go r ru ; r , *un ts ,  espec ia r r y  f o rthe  19 th  cen tu ry .  The  p rob rem fo r  [ n .  cen t ra l  s ta t i s t i ca r  o f f i _ces at  th is  t ime was to  aggregate the s tat is t ica l  in format ionof  the d i f ferent  towns,  a l i t r lc ts ,  prorr i . , "us or  rura l  communi-t i gs -  ve ry  o f ten  th i s  was  no t  poss iL te  as  some un i t s  d id  no tpub l i sh  the i r  accoun ts

we were thus forced to  observat ions spaced at  f ive or  ten yearin terva ls .  Never theless,  for  some countr i_es \^re were ablö to  getf igures for  a I l -  revels  of  locar  go, r . i r , * " . , t .  ru theimoi . ,  weo f ten  had  to  use  p r i va te  s ta t i s t i cs  fo r  r_oca r  revenues ,  w i thou tthe  oppor tun i t y  t o  compare  th i s  da ta  w i th  o f f i c i a l  souces .

Sources :

For the fo1
a l I  l e ve l s

Iowing eountr ies we
o f  Loca l  Governmen t :

have data for  taxes co l lected by

Be lg ium
Denmark
i=-:.--.;-.=r  r n J - a n d

1883 -18921
1  9o5 :

1925 -1975 ;

1871 -1886 :

Germanv: 1881 -1908 :

856 -  1912 :

France
I r e l a n d
T l - :  I  r r

Nether lands
Norlväv
#

Sweden

The o ther  count r ies  inc rude the  fo r rowing  r -evers :
All levels of Lo_ca]. Governinent but not
i nc lud ing  i nd i rec t  t axes .

A I l  l eve l s  o f  Loca1  Governmen t .

Taxes of  the Bavar ian/pruss ian
inc lud ing the tax revenues of
me inden  "  .

Tax  revenues  o f  a l l  s ta tes  o f
Re ich ,  no t  i nc lud ing  the  taxes
"Gemeinden "  .

S ta te ,  no t
the i r  "Ge-

the German
of  the

1913 -1975 :  A1 I  Leve l s  o f  Loca l  Gove rnmen t .

Tax revenues of  the , 'Kantons, ' ,  w i thout
the revenues of  the ' ,Gemeinden 

" .

Aus t r i a :

Pruss la/Bavar ia

Sw i t ze r land :

1913-1975 ;  A l l  l eve l s  o f  Loca l  Governmen t



^ t _ L

Un i ted  K inqdom:

1B6B-  18792

lBBo-1975 :

T h r e e  T e c h n i c a l  R e m a r k s :

Tax revenues of  the Local  Governments
o f  Eng land  and  Wa les .
Tax revenues of  the Local  Governmentso f  Eng land ,  Wa1es  and  i . " t f u "A .

Aus t r i a :

Be  l g iun :

Denmark :-
F in l and :

F rance :

Germanv :

f t a l y :

Ne the r l ands :

Norwav:-
Sweden :

Sw i t ze r l and :

Un i ted  K ingdom:

1  86B  1892
1  893  1  922
1923  1  97  5
i  850  -  1975

18so  -  1975

1871  1959
1860  -  1975

1  850  -  1975

1872  1975

1  850  -  1975

l8so -  tö ts
1B50  -  1975

185o  -  1915

1  850  1975

1  B5o  -  1975

1 .  OOO gulc len
l .OOO k ronen
1 ,OOO sch i l l i ngs
' l  ^ ^ ^| , \ _ / U U  f f a n C S

I .OOO k rone r

1 .OOO o ld -  ma rkkaa
1 .OOO new markkaa
I .OOO new f r ancs

1 .OOO marks

1 .OOO.OOO l i r e
1  .OOO g r , r i l de rs

l .OOO k rone r
' l  

.  OOO kroner

l .OOO f rancs

l .OOO pounds

pe r i od
ye t  been  enac ted

2 .  S y m b o l s

A n  i l O ,  i n  t h e  t a b l e s  h a s  t w o  p o s s i b l e  m e a n i n g s :
t r i  f h o r da ta  a re  m iss i ng

no  f i gu res  ex i s t
for  th i .s  t j -me point  or
because  the  ta i  haa  no t

or

I "  s tands  fo r  i n t roduc t i on
fo r  a  ce r ta in  tax .

E i the r  no  fu r the r -  f i gu res ,  a r though  the  tax  con t i nues  i n
f:ä:";^"x:i:iiä":l; -;i;;;;= 

are assresated otr,er-coi.*,=
or  no  f i gu res .be fo re  th i s  t ime  po in t ,  a l t hough  the  taxex i s t s .  Usua l I y  t he  f i ; ; ; e ;  a re  agg rega ted  i n  o the rco lumns (see "Ännorat i ; ; ; ; i ,

o r  abo l i t i on  a t th i s  t ime  po in t

l t  t r .
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How to  use ' t he Documentation * A Short Ex

To ascertain the
the table of the

source for sourCäs foräüSrRIAf 19og, exantne
Data-Documentat ion for  Austr ia.

YEAR ( S)
(1  )  1908
(2 )  1e08

1908

(3 )  1  900-1  91  5

TAX (ES)

ALL TAXES

AI,L TAXES
GENINC

ALL TAXES

WTTHOUT SOURCB-NO VOL YEAR PAGE

5  2  1910  40

.  
GENTNC 5  2  1910  40

10  4  1915  108

8  1  1920  101

ad .  ( 1 ) :

F ind  1908  and  see  tha t  ou r  sou rce  i s  No .  5 ,  page  40 .  Th i sre fe rs  to  sou rce  No .  5  i n  t he  b ib r i og iÄphy ' tä r -aus i i i a .

ad  (2 ) :

r t  i s  poss ib le  tha t  two  o r  more  sou rces  a re  usec l  f o r  i l r e  da taa t  one  t ime  po in t .  Fo r  ou r  examp le  read :  ALL  TAXES excep t  GENTNC

;3ä :  
f r om No .  5 .  The  sou rce  f o r  GENTNC in  1908  i s  No .  10 ,  page

ad  (3 ) :

r f  a  s ta t i s t i ca r  sou rce  con ta ins  f i - gu res  fo r  ronger  t ime  pe r io .dF ,th i s  pe r iod  i s  i nd j - ca ted  on  the  1e f l hand  s ide ;  t he  sou rce  fo r19OB on  ou r  examp le  i s  No .  B ,  page  1O1 .

YEAR refers to  t he  yea r  o f  pub l i ca t i on .

vo l  i nd i ca tes  the  vo lume number  o f  i nn  sou rces .



1 .  A lbe r ,  Jens

2 .  F1o ra , Peter

3 .  Menne l ,  Annemar ie

4 .  Neumafk ,  F r i t z

Soc ia l  Secu r i t y  I :  pa r t i c i pan ts  o f
Socia l  Insurance Systems i_n Western
Europe ,
Repo r t  No .  4 ,
uannhe imr , : u i y  19762

The  H IWED-p ro jec t :  The  Handbook ,
Iheoret ica l  Or i_entat ions and
S ta t i s t i ca l  Sou rces ,
Repor t  No.  1 |
Mannheim,  ianuary 1975

Die F j -nanzverwal tungen in  Europa,
edi ted by:  Union of  the F inance
Personnel  in  Europe,
Düsse ldo r f ,  1977

Zum Prob lem de r  K lass i f i ka t i on  de r
Steuer formen,
j -n :  Bei t räge zur  Geld*  und Finanz*
theor l -e ,
Tüb ingen  1951 ,
page  60 -83 ,

L
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