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NOTE ON WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

Abbreviations used:

bbl
ct
cwt
ft

= barrel

= hundred

= hundredweight
= feet

gl(s) = gallon(s)
yd(s) = yard(s)

1)

2)
3)

4)

5)

6)

1)

2)

3)

The hundredweight (cwt) used by the British Customs administration equalled 1 cwt = 112 }bs.
Deviant quotations, which are at variance with the evidence of the various Customs records might
be found in R. E. ZUPKO, A Dictionary of Weights and Measures for the British Isles: The Middle
Ages to the Twentieth Century (Philadelphia, 1985), entry “hundred”.

The standard ton generally corresponded to 20 standard cwt, thus: 1 ton = 20 cwt = 2,240 Ibs.

The salt wey used by the British Customs amounted to 40 standard bushels and thus corresponded
to the standard metric ton, thus: 1 wey = 40 bushels @ 56 Ibs each, or 1 wey = 2,240 lbs. Deviant
quotes for the salt wey, which are at variance with the evidence of the various Customs records,
may be found in ZUPKO, Dictionary, entry “wey”.

The hundred used by the British Customs administration for timber items generally conformed to
the standard of the long hundred of 1 ct = 120. Deviant quotations, which are at variance with the
evidence of the various Customs records, might likewise be found in ZUPKO, Dictionary, entry
“hundred”. In some exceptions, when the short hundred was employed by the Customs, it was
indicated as such in the respective port records.

Where the load-feet measure was employed instead (fir timber; timber in great balks), one load
equalled 50 feet.
The barrel (bbl) used by the British Customs administration for ashes (pearl, pot, wood and weed)

generally amounted to 200 lbs, as opposed to the suggestion by ZUPKO, Dictionary, entry “barrel”,
which reckons the ashes bbl at 2 standard cwt @ 112 1bs each.

British and German Currencies

Immediately prior to the Union of 1707, the Scots currency exchanged at 1/12 £Sterling (this rate
had fluctuated until 1603 when it was fixed). Thus 1 £Scots = 1 s 8 d Sterling. This exchange rate
was retained after 1707 for accounting and banking purposes and in local transactions (grain
stipends, rent payments etc.)

The old Scots currency also included the Merk (Mark) Scots. 1 Merk Scots = 13s 4d Scots (~2/3
£Scots or ~1s 1d 1 farthing Sterling).
Hamburg had two currencies, one of which was a money of account (Mark Banko).

i. The nominal relations for both were: 1 Mark = 16 s (Shillings) = 32 Groats (Groschen)
Lubisch (Liibeck Money), but
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ii. Mark Banko was fixed in terms of its imputed precious metal content whilst Mark
Hamburg current (Liibeck) Money fluctuated in value. Mark Banko was thus available at
an agio, as 100 Marks Banko always equalled more than 100 Marks current money.

iii. 1 Mark = 1/3 Rix Dollars (Reichstaler).

4) Bremen normally reckoned in Rix Dollars (Reichstaler) @ 64 Groats (Groschen) or 384 Pennies
(Pfennige).

The following works have been used for reference:
Currency

DENZEL, M. A., ‘La Practica della Cambiatura’. Europiischer Zahlungsverkehr vom 14. bis zum 17.
Jahrhundert, Stuttgart 1994

ID. / SCHWARZER, O., Kurant, in: M. NORTH (ed.), Von Aktie bis Zoll. Ein Historisches Lexikon des
Geldes, Munich 1995, pp. 21012

GEMMILL, E. / MAYHEW, N., Changing Values in Medieval Scotland. A Study of Prices, Money, and
Weights and Measures, Cambridge 1995

GIBSON, A. J. 8./ SMouUT, T. C., Prices, Food and Wages in Scotland 15501780, Cambridge 1995

MCCUSKER, J. J., Money and Exchange in Europe and America, 16001775, Chapel Hill 1978, pp. 61—
79

PETERS,L.F., Hamburger Bank”, in: NORTH (ed.), Von Aktie bis Zoll, pPp- 154-5
SCHNEIDER, K., Mark II, in: ibid., PpD. 235-6

SPRENGER, B., Das Geld der Deutschen. Geldgeschichte Deutschlands von den Anfingen bis zur
Gegenwart, Paderborn / Munich / Vienna / Zurich 1991

Exchange Rates

As MCCUSKER, Money, does not have the eighteenth century bill rate Hamburg on London, the
following works can be used instead:

REiss, W., Historical Exchange Rates, in: W. FISCHER / R. MARVIN MCINNIS / J. SCHNEIDER (eds.),
The Emergence of a World Economy 1500-1914, Pt. I: 1500-1850, Wiesbaden 1986, pp. 171-190

J. SCHNEIDER / O. SCHWARZER, International Rates of Exchange: Structures and Trends of Payments
Mechanism in Europe, 17th to 19th Century, in: Ibid., pp. 143-170

J. SCHNEIDER / O. SCHWARZER / F. ZELLFELDER / M. A. DENZEL (eds.), Wihrungen der Welt VI: Geld
und Wihrungen in Europa im 18. Jahrhundert, Stuttgart 1992
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